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SOPTASWARA: A souvenir published on the occasion of "Freshers' Social"
organized by Old Boys' Hostel (OBH): Sibsagar University, on 19th October 2025.
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Greetings from the Superintendent....

Respected Edlitors and Esteemed Members of the Board,

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my warm greetings to all of you. Your dedication, creativity,
and commitment to excellence play a vital role in shaping the vision and quality of this magazine. | sincerely
appreciate the time, effort, and expertise you invest in bringing out a publication that reflects the thoughts,
talents, and voices of our beloved students.

Together, may we continue to inspire, inform, and engage our readers through this collaborative
endeavor. Wishing the magazine great success and a bright future ahead.

With warm regards,

Parag Rajkhowa
Superintendent, Boys Hostel
Sibsagar University

Date: 03-10-2025
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Hostel Life: A Journey of Growth,
Challenges and Memories

Introduction

Hostel life has always been considered
one of the most transformative phases in a
student’s journey, a period where youthful
energy meets new responsibilities, and personal
growth blossoms in unexpected ways. For
many, stepping into a hostel is the first real
experience of living away from the comforts of
home and the constant care of family members.
It is a shift that may seem intimidating in the
beginning, yet it carries within it the seeds of
maturity, resilience, and self-discovery.

A hostel is not just a place to stay; it is a
dynamic microcosm of society, where students
from wvaried cultural, social, and economic
backgrounds come together and share their
daily lives. This diversity creates a vibrant
environment for learning beyond textbooks,
shaping  personalities, and expanding
worldviews. The initial days are often marked
by homesickness, struggles with adjustment,
and the challenge of living with roommates who
may have entirely  different  habits,
temperaments, and perspectives.

However, with time, the hostel evolves
into more than a residence—it becomes a circle
of belonging, where strangers slowly turn into
companions and shared struggles knit together
stories worth remembering. Hostel corridors
echo with late-night study sessions, whispered
conversations, laughter, arguments, and
sometimes even tears—all of which create a
lived experience no textbook can provide. What
begins as a reluctant necessity for many
students soon unfolds into a journey of self-
discovery, where they learn to compromise,
manage time, handle money wisely, and stay
emotionally balanced. Above all, hostel life
leaves behind a treasury of moments—shared

Dr. Parag Rajkhowa
Superintendent, Old Boys’ Hostel
Sibsagar University

meals, festive celebrations, group study
marathons, and the unspoken comfort of
knowing you’re never really alone.

A Home Away from Home

For many students, the hostel is far
more than a simple arrangement for food and
shelter—it becomes a place where some of the
most meaningful experiences of student life
unfold. Unlike the comfort of one’s family
house, where routines are predictable and
roles are well defined, a hostel introduces
young people to an environment where
adaptability, resilience, and cooperation are
the keys to survival.

One of the most striking aspects of
hostel life is the diversity it embodies.
Students come from different corners of the
country, and sometimes even from abroad,
bringing with them a wide variety of cultural
traditions, languages, habits, and beliefs. This
melting pot of backgrounds creates an
environment unlike any other, one where each
day offers lessons in tolerance, empathy, and
cross-cultural understanding. A student from a
rural village may find himself or herself
sharing a room with someone from a busy
city; a student who grew up speaking one
language may suddenly find themselves
surrounded by peers who speak three or four
others. In such an environment, stereotypes
begin to dissolve, and a deeper appreciation
for diversity naturally emerges.

Roommates, who may start off as
complete  strangers, slowly  become
companions who share secrets, lend support in
moments of anxiety, and celebrate small
victories together. The jokes cracked over late
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night tea, the collective sighs before exams, or
the comforting presence of someone during
bouts of homesickness gradually weave
relationships that feel like family outside
family. These bonds endure because they are
built not on convenience but on shared
vulnerability.

Living in a hostel is like being part of a
“miniature society,” where each interaction
and challenge quietly shapes character.
Students learn the art of adjustment when they
must share space with someone whose habits
are the complete opposite of their own. They
practice patience while waiting their turn in
long queues at the dining hall, and they stretch
their pocket money with surprising creativity.
These small struggles—though sometimes
frustrating—Ileave behind practical lessons in
resilience, compromise, and resourcefulness.
Ultimately, hostel life becomes a training
space where young people learn to balance
personal freedom with collective
responsibility.

Growing Through Hostel Life

Research shows that hostel students
often become more confident, punctual,
responsible, and independent—qualities that
are not merely academic achievements but
lifelong assets. When students first enter
hostel life, they may struggle with the absence
of family support and the sudden necessity of
doing everything on their own. Over time,
however, this very independence becomes a
source of strength. With no one constantly
reminding them to wake up on time, complete
homework, or prepare for exams, students
gradually cultivate self-discipline. They learn
to organize daily routines, balance study with
recreation, and fulfill their responsibilities
without external supervision.

This transition is not just about
becoming independent-it is about learning to
rely on one’s own judgment, to stay steady
without the immediate cushion of family, and
to accept responsibility for one’s choices.

Living among peers in a hostel also
provides a unique environment for building
communication and social skills. Unlike the
limited interactions one might have at home,
the hostel is a hub of continuous social
engagement. Students learn how to voice their
opinions in group discussions, negotiate with
roommates over shared resources, and express
themselves confidently in front of peers. Over
time, hesitation fades, and shyness gives way
to confidence.

Another significant outcome of hostel
life is the development of leadership qualities.
With dozens or even hundreds of students
living under one roof, situations frequently
arise that require someone to step forward—
whether it is organizing a group study session,
coordinating hostel events, resolving conflicts,
or representing fellow students to hostel
authorities. These experiences build qualities
such as decision-making, teamwork, and
accountability—traits that prepare hostel
residents for future careers where initiative is
valued.

Perhaps the most enduring lesson of
hostel life lies in learning to live with
differences. Sharing space with people of
varied beliefs, lifestyles, and temperaments
teaches students to look beyond surface
contrasts and focus on the common threads of
humanity. They learn to be patient when
views clash, to show kindness to a homesick
roommate, and to cooperate when group
efforts are needed. Such values prepare them
to thrive not only in their careers but also in
their personal lives.

The Challenges Along the Way

While hostel life is often celebrated for
the independence, confidence, and friendships
it nurtures, it is equally important to
acknowledge the difficulties that come with it.
Living away from the comfort and security of
one’s family can be daunting, especially for
those who are leaving home for the first time.
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Homesickness is one of the most
common struggles faced by hostel residents.
The sudden absence of parents, siblings, and
familiar surroundings creates an emotional
vacuum. The first few weeks are particularly
challenging, as new hostelites often find
themselves longing for the small routines of
home. Phone calls to family sometimes end in
tears, and only with time and the support of
roommates and friends do students learn to
cope with these feelings of separation.

Adjustment is another major hurdle.
Hostel life brings together students with
diverse habits, temperaments, and lifestyles.
Negotiating differences over shared
resources—such as bathroom schedules or
study spaces—requires patience and
compromise. For some, this constant need to
adjust becomes mentally exhausting.

Food quality and irregular routines are
also recurring complaints. Unlike the warm,
balanced meals prepared at home, hostel food
is often repetitive and lacking in variety.
Dissatisfaction sometimes pushes students
toward unhealthy alternatives like instant
noodles or fast food. Alongside this, the
freedom of hostel life often tempts students
into late-night conversations, binge-watching
shows, or endless rounds of games—habits that
disrupt sleep, health, and study patterns.

A darker side of hostel life involves
negative  influences. = Without  parental
supervision, some students misuse their
independence, falling into habits such as
smoking, drinking, or neglecting studies. Peer
pressure plays a strong role, and casual
experimentation can unfortunately lead to
harmful consequences.

The absence of immediate family
guidance also means that students must make
decisions on their own. For some, this is
empowering, but for others it can be
overwhelming, leading to stress or anxiety.
Yet, as difficult as these challenges are,
overcoming them often becomes the very
source of strength and resilience that defines

Lessons That Last a Lifetime

Despite the hardships, most students
unanimously describe hostel life as one of
the most memorable and meaningful periods
of their lives. The initial challenges of
adjusting to a new environment eventually
give way to recognition of how deeply this
experience shaped them.

One of the greatest lessons learned in
a hostel is mental maturity. Students who
once relied on parents for every small
decision  suddenly  find  themselves
responsible for managing their own lives.
From waking up on time to budgeting
money, from handling conflicts with
roommates to preparing for exams without
reminders, every situation pushes them
toward independence. Hostel life acts as a
bridge between the sheltered environment of
home and the unpredictable realities of the
outside world, preparing young people to
face life with resilience.

Another lasting lesson lies in
accountability. Hostel residents soon realize
that if they skip classes, waste time, or
neglect their health, they alone bear the
consequences. This awareness nurtures
discipline and seriousness. For many, it is in
the hostel not at home that they first develop

consistent study habits and personal
responsibility.
The social lessons are equally

significant. Living with peers from diverse
cultural, social, and economic backgrounds
exposes students to new perspectives. They
learn  tolerance when dealing with
differences, empathy when supporting a
homesick friend, and cooperation when
working on shared tasks. These interpersonal
skills extend well beyond hostel walls,
proving essential in workplaces, families,
and communities.
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Perhaps the sweetest lessons are found in
the memories and friendships hostel life creates.
The hurried group studies before exams, the
playful complaints about food, the laughter
echoing through dimly lit corridors—these
become stories retold with nostalgia long after
college ends. Such memories remind us that
while academics shape the mind, it is
companionship and shared struggle that shape
the heart.

What Can Be Improved?

While hostel life offers unforgettable
experiences, it is not without flaws. Research
highlights several areas where improvements
could make hostel living more comfortable, safe,
and supportive of academic growth.

Food quality remains one of the most
common concerns. Students often find hostel
food repetitive, oily, and nutritionally
imbalanced. Improving menus, hiring trained
cooks, and ensuring hygienic conditions can
significantly impact health and concentration.

Cleanliness is another pressing issue.
Poorly maintained bathrooms, overflowing bins,
and unhygienic living spaces create discomfort
and health risks. Providing attached or at least
well-maintained washrooms would ease daily
challenges.

The role of hostel staff is also crucial.
While some are supportive, others may seem
indifferent, affecting the overall atmosphere.
Training staff in communication, sensitivity, and
problem-solving can make hostels more
welcoming.

Security remains a key concern. Students
need assurance of safety through proper lighting,
guards, and surveillance systems. Reliable
internet, backup electricity during exams, and
recreational facilities such as reading rooms or
indoor games are also essential for balancing
study and leisure.

Conclusion

Hostel life is indeed a fascinating
blend of joys and struggles, a unique phase of
studenthood that leaves behind experiences
too precious to be forgotten. It is a world of its
own—filled with freedom, responsibilities,
conflicts, companionship, and growth. While
no two hostel journeys are ever identical, what
remains common is the way this experience
transforms individuals. The hostel, with all its
imperfections, becomes a place where
students learn to live on their own terms while
still respecting the needs of others. It teaches
them to step outside comfort zones, to value
diversity in thought and lifestyle, and to find
balance between freedom and responsibility.
At the same time, hostel life gifts students
something no classroom ever could moments
of togetherness that turn into lifelong stories.
The hurried dinners, festival nights, shared
frustrations and long conversations over cups
of tea all become part of a treasure chest of
memories that shine brighter with time.
Ultimately, hostel life is not merely a stopover
in the pursuit of education; it is a journey that
quietly shapes stronger, wiser, and more
compassionate individuals. It is a teacher that
never stands at a blackboard, but one whose
lessons stay with us for life.

Fkkkkkkkkk

//%e//



Honeybees

Pallab Gogoi
PG 3" semester
Department of Life Sciences

—

Honeybees.are widely distributed flying insects known for their ability to collect nectar from
flowers and produced honey. They are also known as natural sweet producer. Honeybees are
mustard yellow and brewn in color and body is covered with many tiny hairs. They belong to the
Class Insecta and Order Hymenoptera.

The most commonly knowngoncybeesspecies is Apis mellifera which is native to Africa and
Europe. Honeybees gain nectar Which is full of\carbohydrate and pollen (Protein) from flowering
plants. They are spec1al \insect§ that divesin large colonies. Honeybees are grouped between
themselves. They, are.of three castes—-the Queen bee, drones and worker bees. All of them have
special specific tasks to help the colony, The queen bee lays hundred of eggs. The function of male
drones is to be ready {0 fertlhze a queen, worker bees do all the different tasks needed to operate
and maintain the hive. ;

Honey is a commer(:lally demanding products. It is essentlal for various medical purposes.
So, bee keeping or apicultute is a necessary occupation. It is a rural based industry i.e. highly
profitable. It is a type of business that involves nurturing and caring, for bees to obtain bee
products, such as bee wax, honey, flower pollen, Royal Jelly and bee pollen. Indla is the second
producer of honeybee. About 10,000 tons of honey is produced in India annually.

Honeybees are the part of biodiversity’on which we /all depend for our survival. They are
amazing insects for many reasons. They are also crucial to agricultural 'success because they
pollinate many flowers, fruits and vegetables. Though they rﬁay be viewed as pests'in the eyes of
many, they should be appreciated for all that they do'to keep ourecosystem running so; in future if
we try to swap a honeybee. We should remember where honey is coming from. ‘

Honeybees are important pollinators for flowers, fruits and vegetables. They live on stored
honey and pollen all winter and a cluster into a ball to conserve warmth: Many species still occur
in the wild but honeybees are disappearing from hives due to colony collapse.disorder.
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Assam’s Chip Dream: TATA's Jagiroad
Semiconductor Facility and India’s Tech
Future

Deepjyoti Chutia
UG 3™ Semester
Department of Electronics

Tata Group shall pioneer a major evolution of
India's semiconductor industry through its assembly and
test facility to come up later at Jagiroad in Assam. With an
investment outlay of approximately 327,000 crore, this
mega project is going to change the economic dynamics of
East India by making Assam a significant part of the
global semiconductor market.

Tata Semiconductor Assembly created the site; it is
India's first native and Greenfield semiconductor assembly
and test plant. It will put together and try out
semiconductor chips for uses in cars, cell phones, Al, and
other important areas. The factory should make 48 million
chip units every day once running to meet both world and
home needs.

Location Strategy: The facility sits at Jagiroad where it is able to tap abundant water and green
power, thus making it a sustainable option.

Employment Generation: The project will make more than 25,000 direct and indirect jobs in this
region which implies uplifting the local economy.

Skill Upgradation for Workers: The workers from among the locals will need extensive skill
development training to be imparted with advanced skills because of the high-tech nature of
semiconductor technology in use.

Progress and Timeline: The facility is coming up at a brisk pace with the first ‘Made in India’
chips hoped to roll out by the end of 2025. This project is probably going to start production in the
financial growth.

Government Support: The State Government has reserved an amount of 325,000 crores as
incentives for semiconductor and electronic component manufacturers.

International Collaboration: This plan has attracted worldwide attention with firms from
Singapore, Malaysia, and Japan about to ink and opening their shops near the semi-conductor
factory. The role of Japan is supposed to lift up the technical ability of this place plus encouraging
economic development.

The Tata Semi-conductor Assembly and Test Facility in Jagiroad, Assam is a path-breaking
project that will completely transform the economy of this region and at the same time upgrade
India's level of strategic importance on the world map of the semi-conductor value chain. With
high-end technology and enormous employment generation potential, this project will bring Assam
into focus to the entire globe in semiconductors.
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Human Eyes and their Psychological

Behaviour

Arun Pegu
UG 5th semester
Department of Botany

The human eyes are not only vital for vision but also powerful instruments of non-verbal
communication. Psychologists often refer to them as the most expressive part of the body because
they reveal emotions and intentions without words. Eye behaviour—ranging from gaze patterns to
pupil changes—offers deep insight into the workings of the human mind.

Eyes as Emotional Messengers: Eyes are closely tied to emotional expression. Happiness
brings brightness and widened eyes, sadness dulls them, and anger hardens the gaze. Fear causes
pupils to expand, preparing the body for alertness. Even tears serve as more than a biological
response—they are psychological signals of grief, relief, or overwhelming joy.

Eye Contact and Social Interaction: One of the most studied aspects of eye behaviour is
eye contact. Prolonged eye contact often indicates confidence, attraction, or dominance, while
avoidance may suggest anxiety, guilt, or submission. In group interactions, the direction of gaze
can show who holds authority and who seeks approval. Psychologists argue that eye contact is
central to building trust and empathy in relationships.

Lying and Deception: The eyes are also clues in detecting dishonesty. Rapid blinking,
darting gaze, or inconsistent eye contact can expose nervousness or attempts at concealment.
While not fully proven, these signals are often used in psychological assessments and even law
enforcement.

Attraction and Affection: In the psychology of attraction, eyes play a subtle but significant
role. Dilated pupils often indicate interest or desire, even if the individual tries to hide it. Mutual
gaze between two people can create a sense of intimacy and emotional closeness.

Cultural Psychology of Gaze: Eye behavior is not universal; it is shaped by culture.
Western societies value direct eye contact as a sign of honesty and confidence. In contrast, many
Asian cultures interpret prolonged eye contact as disrespectful or aggressive. Thus, psychological
interpretation of the eyes must also consider cultural context.

The psychology of human eye behavior reveals how much our minds communicate silently.
From emotions and deception to attraction and cultural signals, eyes act as living mirrors of
thought and feeling. While words may conceal, the eyes often reveal—making them one of the
most powerful indicators of human psychology.
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The Mising Tribe of Assam: A Riverine Community of Northeast India

The Mising tribe, also known as Mising or
earlier referred to as Miris, is one of the most
prominent indigenous tribal communities of
Northeast India. Mising tribe is the second
largest tribe in Assam. They are officially
recognized as a Scheduled Tribe (Plains) in
Assam and form an important part of the state’s
social and cultural landscape. The Misings
belong to the greater Tani group of tribes of
Arunachal Prac?esh, sharing close cultural and
ancestral ties with the Adi, Nyishi, Galo and
Apatani tribes. Oral traditions, myths, and
folklore trace their origin to Abotani, who is
regarded as the progenitor of all Tani tribes.

The Misings are primarily concentrated in
Assam, particularly in the riverine districts of
Sivasagar, Jorhat, Dibrugarh, Tinsukia,
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur and Majuli. Some groups
still live in Arunachal Pradesh, especially in the
Siang and Subansiri valleys. Their settlements
are usually located along the banks of the
Brahmaputra River and its tributaries. This
geographical setting has deeply influenced their
way of life, as frequent floods and riverbank
erosion often displace their villages, forcing
them to rebuild their homes and livelihoods.

The Mising language belongs to the
Tibeto-Burman family of languages. It does not
have a script of its own but is widely written
using the Roman script today. With increasing
contact with Assamese society, many Misings
are  bilingual, using Assamese or
communication, education, and administration,
while Mising is preserved within the home and
community.

Their houses, known as chang-ghar, are
traditionally built on raised stilts, a unique
adaptation to life in flood-prone areas. These
houses are usually made of bamboo, cane, and
thatch, reflecting their close connection to
nature and the environment.

The Misings are traditionally
agriculturists, with wet rice cultivation as their
main occupation. They also engage in fishing,
livestock rearing and weaving. Women play a
central role in the household economy through
weaving, producing Dbeautiful handwoven
textiles such as the ege-gasor (women’s attire)
and gadu (a warm b%anket). Their woven
1Eroducts not only meet domestic needs but also

old cultural and symbolic importance. Their
traditional faith, Donyi-Polo, centres on the
worship of the Sun (Donyi) and the Moon
(Polo) as eternal forces of life. Rituals are
conducted by village priests known as Mibus,
who serve as spiritual healers and custodians of
oral traditions.

Anal Panging
Department of Zoology
UG 5th Semester

Festivals are central to Mising cultural life.
The most significant is Ali-Aye-Ligang,
celebrated in February to mark the beginning of
the sowing season. It involves rituals, community
feasting, and the lively Gumrag dance, performed
in open fields by men and women in colourful
traditional attire. The festival highlights their
deep connection with agriculture an§ nature.

Another important celebration is Po:rag, a
Eost-harvest festival that emphasizes community
onding through collective feasting, music, and
dance. Such festivals are occasions not only of
joy but also of cultural preservation, as traditional
songs, dances and rituals are performed and
transmitted to younger generations.

Music and dance hold a special place in
Mising culture. Folk dances such as the Gumrag
and folk songs reflect themes of love, nature,
agriculture and community life. Musical
instruments like the doba (drum), dumdum, talam
(cymbals), and pempa (wind instrument) are used
to accompany these performances.

The Mising tribe is a vibrant community
that embodies the unique riverine culture of
Assam. With their strong agricultural traditions,
distinctive  festivals  like  Ali-Aye-Ligang,
colourful weaving and harmonious lifesty%
rooted in nature, the Misings contribute richly to
the cultural diversity of Northeast India. At the
same their strugﬁles with floods, erosion and
socio-economic challenges highlight the need for
greater development interventions and cultural
preservation efforts. By balancing modern
education and livelihood opportunities with
traditional practices, the Mising community
continues to uphold its heritage while adapting to
the demands of contemporary life.

*k%*
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The Art of Storytelling: Why Anime Speaks to Everyone?

Most of the times, whenever I tell
someone that I used to watch lots of anime
and enjoy them, I often receive a sickened
reaction, and their comments be like "What!?
You watch those cartoons?" "Anime are just
for kids, just grow up." Actually, their
misunderstandings towards anime doesn't
make me feel annoyed, rather it amazes me
and makes me smile that those people are
literally not able to truly experience what
anime can offer.

So what exactly Anime is?

Anime is a form of art of storytelling,
which may be hand drawn or computer
generated, which follows a story through
animation. For me, anime is not just animated
entertainment, it is a form of storytelling
which goes far beyond age barriers. Not only
just kids, even grown-ups used to watch
anime because anime has the potential to fully
connect with the audience emotionally in
many ways and speaks to the heart. It teaches
life lessons and even change the perspectives
of looking towards life.

Now, the question may arise how is it
even possible? The characters in anime who
aren't even real, and just design models made
by some animators, how they are able to
connect with human emotions? How is anime
able to balance imagination with realism?

Yes, the plot may include characters
fighting with some supernatural powers or
existing in a fantastical world (depending on
the genre of the anime), but the sufferings
shown are deeply human. The actions, the
struggles and the plot, everything are
presented in such a way that every human can
relate to it. Let me explain it with some
recommendations. The Grave of the Fireflies,
an old Ghibli production animated film,
presents the story of World War 11, the setting
in Japan's who Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the

Debapratim Saikia

UG 5th Semster

Department of English

time when these two cities were totally

destroyed during the war. The story revolves

around two siblings were left alone, after their

parents were killed, showcasing their hardships,

their struggles and all their choices they put

themselves under for survival. This anime is

must recommended, and I bet it will let your
heart shattered.

Another such anime is Naruto, my
personal favourite and my first ever anime.
From an outline view, it may feel like an action
movie about a boy named Naruto, who aims to
become a Hokage (the leader of the village) and
a great ninja. But deep down, you can get every
moral lessons from this anime. This anime
includes such a great storyline that you will
even be able to understand the side characters
and the antagonists as well. Such a deep
philosophical anime it is. This anime includes
every subjects from political imbalance,
philosophical traits, social responsibilities to
various kinds of themes and emotions such as
love, friendship, betrayal, revenge, hope, etc.
This anime will give you a roller-coaster ride
through its journey. Some famous lines that I
love are: "Hard work beats raw talent ", "I never
go back on my word ". In the end of the story
you will realize that Naruto's story was not only
about becoming a ninja - it's about chasing your
dreams even when the world doubts you. I
guarantee this anime will give a lot of life
lessons.

Even the recent animated Indian film,
Mahavatar Narasimha, which portrays the
history of our Vedas and the beauty of Sanatan
Dharma, deeply influenced the perspective of
the Indian audience towards anime.

More such anime recommendations are:
Your Lie in April, A Silent Voice, Death Note,
Vinland Saga, Your Name, Hunter X
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Hunter, One Piece etc.

Most importantly, anime is universal. It doesn't matter who you are or where you are from -
its emotions are altogether what we humans share. It has shown me that being strong doesn’t mean
never falling—it means standing up every time you do.

These stories are not childish! They are human! Through its animation, it portrays the hard
work of the artists who draw every single frame, day and night to meet the expectations of the
audience, giving their touch of human emotions to the fictional characters.

And that's why Anime speaks to everyone.
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A Note on the Conversation with
Bishrut Saikia

Pragyan Sonowal
UG I Semester
Department of Zoology

The Assamese podcast Ojaantric, which is a memorial podcast between Bishrut Saikia and
Ojaantric, produced by Oasis Motion Films, has welcomed a skllle’d smg sIQat Saikia.

Since the beginning, the podcast has the trademark of O]aantrlc a chatty approach that is
less in the manner of an'ihterview and more like a close conversation between friends.

Bishrut Saikia, renowned for his soulful voice and lyrical sensitivity, is'a very entertaining
guest and provides more than merely anecdotes of his musical journey. He discusses his personal
landmarks, artistic frustrations, and the understated manner in which Assames¢ culture informs his
artistry. His voice habitually referred to as soulful and is not only the focus of conversation but
also the affective foundation of the dialogue. He described about how he made his songs and how
his popular songs-Upohar; Momom Xodaie lage, Tenekoi etc. were composed. He also spoke that
how much he likes his culture that how he was also eager to sing Bihu songs.

What is most outstanding in“this podcast is that the host were relaxed and were looking
forward to conversing with, Bishrut. He never hesitates to discuss challenging moments of
uncertainty, the burden of expectation, and the tender process of converting passion to profession
in his life. He sings during the podcast and we can all listen to how he sang'was just like the song
in the recordings.

During his life he faced struggle throughout. His father abandoned his family when he was
young and at a small age he experienced some child trauma. In this podcast he explained to us
how he got over these traumas‘and how he turned that trauma into some music. He described how
the ‘Daag’ song was his first fulfilling songsthat he created from his trauma. He told us how he
struggles along the way. It becomes in this pcidcast}n inquirysintoavhat it.is to create, to survive,
to come through trauma and to hold on to self in a changm‘g;cuﬁd ‘you love Assamese music
or are just one who appreciates good storytelling, then this podcast speaks deeply to yo 1.
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The Death Cure

Book Title: The Death Cure

Book Author: James Dashner

Book Language: English

Book Type: Science fiction/Dystopian
Adventure

Book Publisher: Delacorte Press
Year of Publication: 2011

Plot summary :

The novel picks up where The Scorch
Trials ends. Thomas, the protagonist, finds
himself once again under the control of
WICKED. The organization claims that the
experiments conducted on him and his friends
have been for the greater good to find a cure for
the deadly Flare virus, which has ravaged the
world. But Thomas is sceptical of WICKED’s
motives, and his distrust deepens when
Chancellor Ava Paige offers him the opportunity
to have his memories restored. Unlike some of
the other Gladers, Thomas refuses, believing that
his memories will only further tie him to
WICKED’s manipulations

The plot follows Thomas, Newt, and
Minho as they escape WICKED’s headquarters
and head into Denver, one of the last surviving
cities. Denver is heavily fortified but teetering on
the edge of collapse due to the spread of the
Flare. The group discovers that society is divided
between the immune and the infected. This
tension breeds resentment, corruption, and
unrest.

One of the most emotional arcs in the
novel is Newt’s decline. Though immune
characters like Thomas and Minho remain safe
from the Flare, Newt is not, and he slowly
succumbs to the virus. His deterioration forces
the %roup to confront not only the cruelty of their
world but also the painful cost of survival.

Meanwhile, Brenda and Jorge, allies from
The Scorch Trials, prove to be trustworthy
companions, and Thomas develops a deeper
bond with Brenda. Teresa, who betrayed Thomas
earlier, reappears as part of WICKED’s larger
scheme, creating friction and moral dilemmas.

Pankaj Protim Borgohain
UG 1st Semester
Department of Zoology

DEATH CLU

yADg POOUN Aks
—~Newsday

JAMES DASHNER

The climax of the novel takes place when
Thomas and his friends infiltrate WICKED’s
headquarters to rescue the other immunes. A
battle ensues, leading to devastating sacrifices.
The story ends with Thomas and the surviving
immunes escaping into a hidden paradise,
where they begin rebuilding their lives away
from WICKED’s experiments. The novel
closes ambiguously, leaving readers to ponder
whether humanity can truly rebuild or if the
cycle of destruction will continue.

Strength of the book :

One of the greatest strengths of The
Death Cure lies in its ability to balance heart-

pounding action with emotional depth.
Dashner’s pacing keeps the story constantly
moving, filled with daring escapes, tense

confrontations, and moments of shocking
betrayal. At the same time, he crafts a deeply
personal layer to the narrative through Newt’s
tragic storyline, which is both heart-breaking
and unforgettable.This balance .between
adrenaline and emotion makes the book
engaging on multiple levels.

The novel also expands the scope of the
world beyond the trials of the Glade and the
wastelands of the Scorch. By introducin
readers to Denver and its crumbling socia
order, Dashner paints a vivid picture of a
society on the verge of collapse, torn between
the immune and the infected. This broader
perspective helps readers grasp the global
stakes of the conflict and enriches the overall
world-building of the series.

//R8//



Another strength lies in the novel’s moral
and philosophical undertones. At its core,
The Death Cure asks whether the ends can
ever justify the means. WICKED insists that
sacrificing a few lives is necessary for the
survival of humanity, while Thomas
challenges this utilitarian view, arguing for
the sanctity of individual choice and dignity.
This moral tension elevates the novel beyond
simple action and survival, encouraging
readers to reflect on questions of ethics and
responsibility even after they turn the final

page.
Weaknesses of the book :

While The Death Cure is gripping, it is
not without flaws. One common criticism 1is
the lack of clear answers to major questions.
The origins of the Flare, the true scope of
WICKED'’s research, and the actual progress
toward a cure are left vague, leaving readers
unsatisfied with the resolution of key
mysteries. For a concluding novel, this
ambiguity can feel frustrating. The story also
falls into a somewhat repetitive pattern at
times, relying heavily on cycles of capture,
escape, and betrayal. While these moments
are exciting, they can diminish the freshness
of the narrative. Additionally, some
secondary characters—such as Minho,
Teresa, and Jorge—receive less development
than they deserve, making their roles feel
underexplored. Teresa’s ultimate sacrifice,
for example, could have carried far more

weight had her arc been given greater nuance
throughout the book. Finally, the ending feels
abrupt, with Thomas and the survivors finding a
Faradise that appears a little too convenient,
eaving readers craving a more gradual and
grounded conclusion.

Why we should read this book?

Despite its shortcomings, The Death Cure
remains a powerful and compelling finale to The
Maze Runner trilogy. It delivers thrilling action
sequences, intense suspense, and moments of raw
emotion that leave a lasting impact, especially
through Newt’s storyline. Its exploration of
morality, survival, and sacrifice fives it thematic
depth that goes beyond typical dystopian fiction.
For fans of young adult acKlenture, this book offers
a gripping and thought-provoking reading
experience.

Ultimately, The Death Cure is worth reading
not only to complete the journey begun in The
Maze Runner, but also because it challenges
readers to question the nature of sacrifice and the
value of human life. It is a story that blends
excitement with meaning, making it a memorable
conclusion to a beloved series.

koksk

//R¢//



A M =l
v, b
LI




A Physics Student’s Story: My Journey
into Geography

- - Yy {L i

It was a quiet April evening in 2025 when [
sat in front of my laptop, waiting for an online
class to begin. The subject on the screen was
Geography. As a Physics student, I was more
used to equations, derivations, and the mysteries
of the cosmos. Geography, I assumed, was just
about memorizing countries, capitals, and
mountains. With little excitement, I clicked the
“Join” button.

The teacher’s voice came through gently:

“Before we start, let me ask you—what is
Geography?”

There was silence. None of us replied. After a
pause, he explained,

The word Geography comes from two
Greek words—‘Geo’ meaning Earth and
‘Graphos’ meaning to write or describe. In
simple terms, Geography means ‘to describe the
Earth.” It is the study of our planet, its land,
water, air, and the life 1t sustains.

Those words stayed with me. Geography, I
realized, was not just about names and maps—it
was the unfolding story of Earth itself.

From then on, every online session felt like
a window opening to a new world. We studied
maps, globes, mountains and riverslearning how
Geography links nature with human life. My
curiosity grew quickly. I ordered my first
Geography book, then an atlas, and finally hung
a big wall map above my desk. My room, once
filled only with Physics notes, now carried the
spirit of exploration. I found m?lself tracing river
courses with my finger, circling countries in
pencil, and staring at the outlines of continents as
if I were travelling across them.

What amazed me most was how naturally
Geolgraphy connected with Physics. When the
teacher explained day and night, I thought of
Earth’s rotation. While studying seasons, I
recalled the tilt of Earth’s axis. Even earthquakes
felt like Physics hiding beneath Geography. One

Anshu Keot

UG 3rd semester,
Department of Physics

evening, as I revised both subjects, my mind
wandered to the Big Bang theory. Physics had
shown me how the universe was born, but
Geography continued the story—how Earth
formed from cosmic dust, cooled into oceans
and continents, and eventually became home to
life. Physics gave me the beginning, but
Geography gave me the journey.

As the months passed, Geography grew
into more than just exam preparation. It started
shaping the way I looked at the world around
me. The weather outside my window became
more meaningful, the flow of rivers more
fascinating, and news of climate change or
floods more urgent. Geography taught me that
knowledge is not just about facts—it is about
awareness, responsibility, and connection.

Now, when I think back to that April
evening, I feel a quiet transformation. What
began as a compulsory online batch has turned
into a journey of discovery. The teacher’s first
words—“Geography means to describe the
Earth”—still echo in my mind. Today,
Geography is not only a subject I study; it is a
companion that helps me connect Physics with
the living world, the stars above with the soil
beneath my feet.

*k*
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Hostel Life: My Second Home

Sauravjit Mech
UG I" Semester
Department of Statistics

Living in a hostel is like opening a new chapter of life. The first day feels strange—
you miss home, your family, your mother’s cooking. But soon, the hostel becomes a world
of its own.

Here, we learn to share food, notes, and sometimes even secrets. Late-night gossip,
sudden birthday celebrations, and endless cups of tea turn strangers into family. Every little
struggle—standing in a long queue for the bathroom or missing the taste of home—teaches
us patience and strength.

Hostel life is not perfect, but that’s what makes it beautiful. It is laughter echoing
through corridors, friends helping each other before exams, and bonds that last a lifetime.

For many of us, the hostel is not just a building—it’s where we grow, dream, and
create the memories we’ll cherish forever.
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The Quiet Room

Aﬁgam Pegu
UG 5" Semester
Department of Geology

In the hush between ticking clocks,
A shadow lingers, soft yet deep,
Walls listen but never answer,

Silence folds itself to sleep.

Loneliness is not a stranger,
It wears the shape of empty chairs,
Of windows framing falling rain,

Of voices lost in vanished air.

It curls anSide the hollow chest,
An echo'seeking where to land,
A question with no lips to form it,

A reaching out without a hand.

Yet in this stillness, something breathes-
A fragile spark, a hidden flame,
Reminding even broken hearts,

The night will never stay the same.




The Weight of a College Degree

Eshan Boruah Dey
UG 3™ Semester
Department of Geology

I studied hard, I stayed up late,
I walked through every classroom gate.
With books and notes piled up so high
I reached for stars up in the sky.

I asked some questions, learned a lot,
Sometimes I failed, sometimes I fought.
But every day, I tried my best,

And passed each class, each test.

At last, I got that paper true.
A college degree, all shiny and new.
It shows I worked, it shows I grew,

And now I’m ready for something new.
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The Quiet Ache

Karsik Takar Mipun
UG 5th semester
Department of Botany

Her name was Appun. From the very first day of class, she caught my attention-not because
she was the topper or the most talkative, but because of the way she carried herself. There was
something about her that pulled me in every single day.

I always sat two rows behind her. That was the perfect spot-not too close to make it obvious, but
close enough to notice the little things. The way her hair fell on her shoulders when she tilted her
head to write... I could stare at those strands all day. Sometimes the sunlight from the window
would hit them, making them glow like threads of gold.

And her lips-soft, delicate, always curved into that effortless smile that made my heart race.
Whenever she laughed, it felt like the whole class lit up.

I never had the courage to talk to her. Every time I thought of saying even a simple “Hi,” my
throat would dry up, and the words would vanish like smoke. So I stayed quiet, stealing glances,
memorizing every little expression she made when she was confused about a question, when she
rolled her eyes at a boring lecture, when she whispered something to her friend and laughed.

My friends noticed everything. And they never let me live in peace.

“Dost, Appun is coming, look sharp!”

“Arre, why don’t you propose?!”

They’d tease me constantly, and the worst part? Sometimes they did it in front of her.
But then came the day that broke me.

It was an ordinary afternoon. The teacher was explaining a tough topic, and for once, I tried to
focus on the board instead of looking at her. I stood beneath her row - second row from the front
concentrating hard. When the class ended, I packed my books, ready to leave.

And then, her friend walked up to me and shouted,
“Why do you always look at her? She feels uncomfortable!”

Those words hit me like a storm. My heart sank. I wanted to say something, to explain, to tell her
it wasn’t what they thought. But no words came out. Everyone was staring. I felt small,
embarrassed, broken.

From that day, I stopped looking at her. I avoided her eyes, avoided every glance. Even when she
sat just a few feet away, I stared at the desk, pretending she wasn’t there. But the truth? I couldn’t
kill the feeling. Sometimes, when I couldn’t resist, I stole a glance—carefully, secretly, so no one
would notice.

And strangely, from that day, she became even more precious to me. Maybe because I realized I
could lose her forever without even having her once. Maybe because love, when silenced, feels
deeper.

I never confessed. Maybe I was afraid. Maybe I didn’t deserve her. So I stayed the guy who
looked from afar, who admired her hair, her lips, her laughter—and kept it all locked inside.

Some stories never start. Mine was one of them.
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Old Boys' Hostel

Cultural/Sports/Academic Achievements

Sl. No. [Name Achievements
1st position in the All Assam On the Spot Essay writing
Partha Pratim Competition organised by Lok-Krishti Gaveshana Unnayan
1  |[Hatimuria Saimiti
2nd position in Borgeet and Group Song (folk) in Versity
2 |Debapratim Saikia | Week, Sibsagar University
Bronze Medal in Woodball (Men's Double) organized by
3 |Arun Pegu All India Inter-University (AIU)
2nd position in 200 m race
4  |Bastob Saikia 3rd position in 100 m race
2nd position in Mime (Group)
5  |Pallab Gogoi Ist position in Tug of War (Group)
1st position in Folk Song (Group)
6  |Tribikram Mili 3rd position in Mannequin (Group)
3rd position in folk dance (group) in Versity week, Sibsagar
University
7  |Karsik Mipun Takar |[State player in Tackwondo




SIBSAGAR UNIVERSITY

Old Boys' Hostel

List of Monitors
SI. No. Name Session
1 Pragyanjyoti Gogoi 2008-09
2 Lakhi Narayan Gogoi 2009-10
3 Sachin Patir 2010-11
4 Purbajyoti Phukon 2011-12
5 Bhaskarjit Borah 2012-13
6 Montu Sonowal 2013-14
7 Debashis Gogoi 2014-15
8 Kashyapjyoti Borah 2015-16
9 Prafulla Sonowal 2016-17
10 Koruna Gogoi 2017-18
11 Nayan Chetia 2018-19
12 Nayan Chetia 2019-20
13 Biswajit Hazarika 2020-21
14 Harikishan Gogoi 2021-22
15 Debashis Gogoi 2022-23
16 Nabajit Gogoi 2023-24
17 Kalyan Kumar Gogoi 2024-25
18 Bastob Saikia 2025-26




SIBSAGAR UNIVERSITY

Old Boys' Hostel

List of Superintendents

SI1. No. Name Session
1 Dr. S.S. Zaman NA-2004
2 Mr. Ajit Kumar Das 2005-2021

3 Dr. Parag Rajkhowa 2021-Present




Old Boys' Hostel

Hostel Management Committee

SLNo. | Name Designation
1 Dr. Parag Rajkhowa Hostel Superintendent
2 Bastob Saikia Hostel Monitor
3 Debapratim Saikia Co-Monitor
4 Bedabrat Dutta Auditor
5 Pallab Gogoi Librarian
6 Nabajit Gogoi Academic
7 Dhiraj Sonowal Food and Nutrition
8 Bikram Jit Das Cultural and Music
9 Tribikram Mili & Dipjyoti Chutia Games and Sports
10 Lakhyadeep Borah & Tikshiraj Saikia Electriticity
11 Rituraj Gogoi, Manab Jyoti Kaptak & Anurag M Sangma Cleaning and Hygiene
12 Agam Pegu & Anshu Keot F.A. Box
13 Bedabrat Dutta Water Supply




Old Boys' Hostel

Members of the Anveshan, a Semi-Monthly Program

SL No. | Name Designation
1 Dr. Prafulla Chandra Kalita Advisor
2 Dr. Prarag Rajkhowa Advisor
3 Adesh Dey Advisor
4 Nayan Chetia Advisor
5 Prokash Gogoi Advisor
6 Bastob Saikia Secretary

Ex-Officio

7 Nabajit Gogoi Member

Pallab Gogoi Member
9 Mukunda Madhab Konch Member
10 Bikram Jit Das Member
11 Debopratim Saikia Member
12 Manash Chetia Member
13 Karsik Takar Mipun Member
14 Anal Panging Member
15 Dhiraj Sonowal Member
16 Lakhyadeep Borah Member
17 Agam Pegu Member
18 Arun Pegu Member
19 Deepjyoti Chutia Member
20 Anurag M. Sangma Member
21 Rituraj Gogoi Member
22 Anshu Keot Member
23 Manab Jyoti Kaptak Member
24 Tribikram Mili Member
25 Eshan Baruah Dey Member
26 Partha Pratim Hatimuria Member
27 Tikshiraj Saikia Member
28 Palash Pratim Dutta Member
29 Harish Changmai Member
30 Shantanu Mohan Member
31 Pankaj Pratim Buragohain Member
32 Pragyan Sonowal Member
33 Sauravjit Mech Member
34 Bedabrat Dutta Auditor
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